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Michigan has a vital economic opportunity in a new
Detroit-Windsor crossing. The New International
Trade Crossing will bring thousands of jobs and
solidify our region as the top junction for North
American trade.

If we do not build this new crossing, border cities
like Buffalo, N.Y., will attract industry and take
thousands of jobs from Detroit in the process.

John Dingell

BY JOHN DINGELL

DETROIT FREE PRESS
GUEST WRITER

FILED UNDER

Opinion
Commentary

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertisement

Is President Obama to
blame for soaring gas
prices? Vote in national poll
here.

Time is running out to apply
for District of Columbia
program to eliminate your
Credit Card Debt.

: Mom discovers $9 car
insurance trick. Auto
insurers are scared you will
learn this too.

If you owe less that $729K,
the government may pay
you up to $5000 to make
your mortgage payment.

Washington - New trick
allows any resident to get
extremely cheap car
insurance.

District of Columbia
Dermatologists are upset
this anti aging skin secret
was leaked...

TOP STORIES

Lions' Schwartz picks Silver Crush as D-line's
new nickname - 4:59 PM, Jun. 1, 2011

Connect via MeeboShare Page Recommend Recent ActivityFree Download
Internet Explorer 9 is now available

http://www.michigan.com/cars
http://www.michigan.com/jobs
http://www.michigan.com/realestate
http://www.michigan.com/apartments
http://www.michigan.com/classifieds
http://www.michigan.com/shopping
http://register.dealchicken.com/1008MP/home
http://www.detroitmedia.com/
https://www.detroitmedia.com/circulation/freep/
http://www.freep.com/
http://www.freep.com/
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.UASignup();
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.LoginProvider();
http://freep.com/e
http://www.mitchalbom.com/
http://detroit.metromix.com/
http://detroit.highschoolsports.net/
http://detroitmarathon.com/
http://www.freep.com/localnews
http://www.freep.com/localnews
http://www.freep.com/sportsnews
http://www.freep.com/sportsnews
http://www.freep.com/businessnews
http://www.freep.com/businessnews
http://www.michigan.com/
http://www.michigan.com/
http://www.freep.com/entertainmentnews
http://www.freep.com/entertainmentnews
http://www.freep.com/lifeindex
http://www.freep.com/lifeindex
http://www.freep.com/freepressopinion
http://www.freep.com/freepressopinion
http://www.freep.com/obituaries
http://www.freep.com/obituaries
http://www.freep.com/help
http://www.freep.com/help

http://www.freep.com/comments/article/20110602/OPINION05/106020412/Guest-commentary-New-bridge-will-build-jobs-business-Michigan
http://www.freep.com/comments/article/20110602/OPINION05/106020412/Guest-commentary-New-bridge-will-build-jobs-business-Michigan
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.freep.com/section/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/section/OPINION05
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4dc46520e9fc4&adId=27264&pos=1&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da5920c01542&adId=26508&pos=2&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da85fdda2761&adId=26618&pos=3&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da62c4f9813d&adId=26548&pos=4&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da642c858d1e&adId=26552&pos=5&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/01/25/one-skincare-brand-delivers-women-more-youthful-skin%E2%80%94at-every-age/?fc_id=28075&fc_app_id=2605
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4dc46520e9fc4&adId=27264&pos=1&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4dc46520e9fc4&adId=27264&pos=1&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4dc46520e9fc4&adId=27264&pos=1&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4dc46520e9fc4&adId=27264&pos=1&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da5920c01542&adId=26508&pos=2&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da5920c01542&adId=26508&pos=2&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da5920c01542&adId=26508&pos=2&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da5920c01542&adId=26508&pos=2&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da85fdda2761&adId=26618&pos=3&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da85fdda2761&adId=26618&pos=3&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da85fdda2761&adId=26618&pos=3&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da85fdda2761&adId=26618&pos=3&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da62c4f9813d&adId=26548&pos=4&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da62c4f9813d&adId=26548&pos=4&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da62c4f9813d&adId=26548&pos=4&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da62c4f9813d&adId=26548&pos=4&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da642c858d1e&adId=26552&pos=5&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da642c858d1e&adId=26552&pos=5&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da642c858d1e&adId=26552&pos=5&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4da642c858d1e&adId=26552&pos=5&impt=1307025287.911836035244&zoneId=107
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/01/25/one-skincare-brand-delivers-women-more-youthful-skin%E2%80%94at-every-age/?fc_id=28075&fc_app_id=2605
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/01/25/one-skincare-brand-delivers-women-more-youthful-skin%E2%80%94at-every-age/?fc_id=28075&fc_app_id=2605
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/01/25/one-skincare-brand-delivers-women-more-youthful-skin%E2%80%94at-every-age/?fc_id=28075&fc_app_id=2605
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/01/25/one-skincare-brand-delivers-women-more-youthful-skin%E2%80%94at-every-age/?fc_id=28075&fc_app_id=2605
http://www.freep.com/article/20110601/SPORTS01/110601049/Lions-Schwartz-picks-Silver-Crush-D-line-s-new-nickname?odyssey=mod|lateststories
http://www.freep.com/article/20110601/SPORTS01/110601049/Lions-Schwartz-picks-Silver-Crush-D-line-s-new-nickname?odyssey=mod|lateststories
http://www.meebo.com/privacy/advertising/
http://www.meebo.com/privacy/advertising/


Guest commentary: New bridge will build jobs and business for Michigan | Detroit Free Press | freep.com

http://www.freep.com/article/20110602/OPINION05/106020412/Guest-commentary-New-bridge-will-build-jobs-business-Michigan?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|FRONTPAGE|s[6/2/2011 10:37:47 AM]

Moving forward on NITC further accelerates
Michigan's economic recovery and strengthens the
reforms Michigan is undertaking on all levels.

We must invest in the future to compete domestically and globally.
Michigan can do this is by maximizing our
special and close economic relationship
with Canada. The Canadian government is
a proven, dependable and willing partner.
Our critical partnership is built on more than

just international trade. Many people use the border to travel to
work, visit family or to enjoy their neighbor's waters, parks and
recreation.

Unfortunately, the trade crossing at Detroit-Windsor is currently
dependent on only one main facility, the Ambassador Bridge.

In recent years, vehicle lines waiting 16 hours to cross the border at
the Detroit River demonstrated a need to improve the transportation
system's redundancy and connectivity to other links in the
transportation network.

Before our economic downturn, trucks were backed up for miles on
both sides of the border. Today, traffic and trade are increasing. In
2010, there was a 17% increase from 2009 in commercial traffic
between Michigan and Canada, and trade increased by 45%. We
expect and hope they will continue to grow.

We need NITC now. Not only is it the only bipartisan bridge
proposal with the necessary local, state and federal approvals, it
also has widespread community, corporate and small business, and
political support from the southern state line all the way to the
Upper Peninsula.

The federal government has approved plans for the public bridge,
including location, design and engineering. More important, NITC
has completed all preliminary environmental work. Furthermore,
Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood has allowed
for Michigan to use the Canadian loan for current highway and
roads projects that Michigan is unable to begin due to lack of
matching dollars, helping Michigan to build the roads of today while
also building the bridge of the future.

Canada's $550-million dollar offer (to be repaid by tolls, not through
taxes) combined with private-sector funding provide Michigan and
the U.S. with a bridge that will not cost Michigan taxpayers a cent
and will significantly bolster our economy.

NITC is a win-win for Michigan, the U.S. and Canada. Delaying its
construction any longer puts Michigan at an economic
disadvantage and costs Michigan businesses access to a valuable
trading partner.

Related Links
Gov. Rick Snyder: 'It is time to build the bridge'
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